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Trade Union Congress Calls For Commission of Inquiry
The Bermuda Trade Union Congress
(BTUC) has called on the Governor and
the Premier to activate a independent
Commission of Inquiry to investigate what
transpired on the streets of Hamilton on
Friday, December 2, 2016.
The BTUC’s statement to the media,
which was also delivered to Sir John
Rankin, the newly installed Governor, and
Premier Michael Dunkley reads as follows:
“At a meeting of the Bermuda Trade
Union Congress (BTUC) held Monday, 5th
December, 2016, representatives expressed
their utter dismay at the events on Friday,
2nd December, 2016, while young and old
Bermudians were exercising their constitutional right and were savagely and barbarically assaulted by Bermuda Police Service
officers using pepper spray.

Section 10 of the Bermuda Constitution
Order 1968 states as follows:
Protection of freedom of assembly
and association
“Except with his consent, no person
shall be hindered in the enjoyment of
his freedom of peaceful assembly and
association, that is to say, his right to
assemble freely and associate with other
persons and in particular to form or
belong to political parties or to form or
belong to trade unions or other associations for the protection of his interest.”

The Police Service is supposed to “protect
and serve”. On Friday, we witnessed a
“para-military” group bent on destruction,
descend upon peaceful protestors. These
officers proceeded to violently attack the
people and many are still complaining of
injuries as a result.
Over the past few years we have seen
these types of violent attacks on our televi-
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Community Activist, Christopher Famous protects BPSU President Jason Hayward

sion screens, in particular in the United
States of America where innocent people
have been assaulted and attacked by police
officers, we did not expect to see this type
of behavior by Police Officers in Bermuda.
The BTUC believes that someone needs to
be held accountable for what occurred in the
City of Hamilton on Friday, 2nd December,
2016.
The Bermuda Trade Union Congress
is demanding that the Governor or the
Premier immediately issue an independent
Commission of Inquiry to investigate what
transpired on Friday, 2nd December, 2016.
All Police Officers who were responsible
for pepper spraying the people who were
involved in the peaceful protest should be
put on suspension pending the outcome of
the independent Commission of Inquiry.
In addition to the above, the BTUC is calling on Premier Dunkley to withdraw the bill
that has caused so much angst to the people
of Bermuda.
History will record Friday, 2nd
December, 2016, as a dark day in Bermuda.

ECIA

The BTUC trusts that those leaders who
were responsible for those atrocities would
be held accountable.”
In a release to the media dated
December 8, 2016, the Hon. K. H Randolph
Horton also called for a full independent
inquiry. The Speaker’s statement reads as
follow:
“The Speaker of the House, The Hon.
K.H. Randolph Horton, JP, MP this morning issued the following statement, “Last
night I met with the Premier, The Hon.
M.H. Dunkley, JP, MP and the Opposition
Leader, The Hon. E. David Burt, JP, MP to
discuss my concerns relating to the protests
which occurred last Friday, December 2
outside the precincts of Sessions House. As
a result of that meeting, both the Premier
and Opposition Leader have agreed for
the House to be adjourned until Friday,
February 3, 2017. At this juncture, I am
requesting a full independent inquiry into
the sequential events surrounding the recent
protest.” u
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Pepper-Sprayed Then Fired!!
By LaVerne Furbert
		 Lilly May Bulford, who was one of
the protestors who was pepper-sprayed on
Friday, December 2, 2016 outside of the
grounds of the House of Assembly was
fired from her job at Dockyard Canvass
Co. Ltd. after twenty-four years of loyal
service.
		 According to Sister Lilly May, she

your head”. I didn’t realize what was really
going on, but I did duck my head into my
clothes, but by that time, I had already been
pepper sprayed.”
		 The Somerset resident who has been
an activist for many years, said she then left
the crowd and walked across the street, noting that she could not really see because her
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left work
early
on
Friday, after
informing
the owner
of
the
company
and her fellow employees. She told the
Workers Voice that she had completed
her assigned tasks for the day and as was
normal, the owner of the company, Richard
Osborne was not in the office.
		 “I told the guys that I worked with
that she would be coming into Hamilton
to participate in the demonstration,” said
Sister Lilly May. “I could not let the protest happen without me being there.”
		 Sister Lilly May said that she got in
the city at about 12 noon and she joined the
other protester, standing on the Reid Street
side of the Parliament Building.
		 “When I got there, the police were
already there,” she continued. “I then heard
people shout “they’re going to spray, duck
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eyes and face were burning. She said later
some people doused her with water which
helped alleviate the pain to some extent.
“Later that night while washing my hair
the burning sensation returned because the
chemical was in my hair,” added Sister
Lilly May. “I was screaming in pain and it
wasn’t until I turned on the cold water that
the pain subsided”.
		 As Sister Lilly May had a standing
personal commitment every first Monday
in December is always given time off from
work to attend to her personal business
matter, she was excused from work on
Monday, December 5, 2016. She said she
had reminded her boss on Friday that she
would not be in on Monday.
		 According to Sister Lilly May, when
she went to work on Tuesday, December
6th, her boss was in the office which was
unusual. She related how he then told her
that she was being dismissed because she
did not get along with the other workers.
		 “I have worked at Dockyard Canvass

for almost half of my adult life,” Sister Lilly
May told the Workers Voice. “I’ve never
had a problem, never been given a warning
for anything, and rarely. if ever, do I take a
sick day. There has never been a problem
with me and the other workers. I was totally
shocked when he fired me.”
		 Sister Lilly May explained that she
basically managed the office by herself and
her boss and the owner of the company,
Richard Osborne, was rarely in the office.
She said that there were two other workers
at the company who were marine fabricators and that their work space was separate
from the office. She said that she did ask
Mr. Osborne if her dismissal had anything
to do with her being involved with the protest on the previous Friday and he denied
that was so.
		 Sister Lilly May has taken advice
from the Bermuda Industrial Union and
she will be making a formal complaint
to the Labour Department. According
to the Employment Act 2000, Dockyard
Canvass Co. is required to provide her with
a Certificate of Termination. u

PLP Leader David Burt Condemns Pepper Spraying by Police
By David Burt
The pepper spraying of senior
citizens and others who have assembled in peaceful protest has no place in
Bermuda. The images and videos from
today cast a stain on our society that will
not easily be removed.
I admire the restraint of the
Bermudians who, when faced with
hostility, remained non-violent and
restrained while
their fellow citizens were subject
to such actions that
many believed were
left in Bermuda’s
distant past.
The
PLP
caucus met this
afternoon and we
want to express our
concern for those
who were subjected
to heavy handed
tactics and required
medical
attention. We strongly
condemn violence
in all its forms, by
all persons. Today,
our people were
not violent; they
experienced
an
egregiously violent
response to their
right to assembly.
M y s e l f
and
colleagues
have already spoken with both
the Acting Governor and the
Commissioner of Police to express our
profound dismay at what took place
today. We call for an investigation
into why members of the Bermuda
Police Service doused pepper spray
indiscriminately into a crowd.

We sincerely hope that the
Commissioner of Police will not put
at risk the good relations that the BPS
has built with members of the community by excusing actions which callously
crossed the line.
The people of this country
peacefully assembled in a call for
transparency and they should never

Opposition Leader David Burt

again be subject to the trauma they
experienced today.
Discharging pepper spray on a
group of peacefully assembled protesters is not acceptable. I witnessed it with
my own eyes, and could not believe that
this was our Bermuda in 2016.

The Commissioner got it wrong.
For him to say that pepper spray was
used “in a proportionate response to
disperse the crowd” is not consistent
with the facts. Shocked onlookers
witnessed police aggressively push
protesters against the closed gates.
Those same protesters were doused with
pepper spray, as evidenced by video that
has made its way
around the world.
Spraying senior citizens from behind
is not proportional
and it has no place
in Bermuda. The
commissioner in
this case is defending the indefensible.
What
saddened me most was
the visible smirks
on the faces of the
police officers and
their commanding
officers who discharged their spray
without concern at
the citizens.
The police’s
unwise action has
taken us to a very
dark place and
the people must
have answers as
to who gave the
order to have riot
police move on
those who were exercising their democratic right to peacefully assemble.
We must also get an answer as to
why police officers used their weapons
(pepper spray) against persons who did
not pose a threat to their safety. u

THE WORKERS VOICE DECEMBER 13, 2016 3

Independent Inquiry Needed into BPS Communications
with Government – Statement by Shadow Minister of National Security Walter Roban JP, MP
Five days later the PLP and the
public continue to be kept in the dark by
the country’s leadership as to the identity of those who were informed prior
to the execution of police orders which
harmed peaceful protesters on Friday 2nd
December.
There has been nothing received
from Government House, the Government
or the Bermuda Police Service, either verbally or in writing, answering the questions
of who had knowledge of the planned actions and who gave such orders that resulted in the escalation of the situation.
The government was provided with ample notice of this protest.
However, given that it is clear a political
solution was not being pursued, it stands
to reason that the government relied
entirely on the BPS to act.

Therefore, answers must be
given, as a matter of urgency, to the following questions:
a)
Did the Premier or any of his
Ministers
communicate
with
anyone as part of BPS Command
who informed them about the
deployment of the Police Support
Unit (PSU i.e. riot squad)?
b)
Were the Premier or any of his
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c)

Ministers
informed
of
the
possibility and/or likelihood of
that squad using pepper spray or
any other weapons on protestors
peacefully assembled?
Did the Premier or any of his
Ministers discuss with the BPS any
tactics the BPS had planned to use
on Friday?

The gates were locked prior to the
arrival of protesters. The BPS were present
in small numbers when protesters began to
arrive in the morning. Hours later, the PSU
displayed aggression to the protesters and
subsequently pepper sprayed those who
had been pushed against the Reid Street
gate by officers.
If the aim of the BPS was to force
an opening into Parliament, it is evident

through an independent inquiry. We call for
such an inquiry into the events of Friday,
December 2nd 2016 to determine how and
by whom these critical Public Order decisions were made and who in authority was
informed of them and to the use of force
against unarmed members of the public.
Minister Baron, who was silent from
Friday until Monday, has already stated he
neither ordered the police action, nor was
he consulted or informed. He refuses to
give his own view on the tactics employed
saying the BPS is the Commissioner’s
responsibility. However, his Premier
initially condoned the actions of the PSU
on Saturday, yet by Sunday he was calling for an investigation into “the violence
against our citizens”. The community is
now left with the Premier’s two contradictory views and none from Minister Baron.

Shadow Minister of Public Safety, Walter Roban is flanked by
Senator Kim Wilkerson and Dame Jennifer Smith

by the numbers of police present and the
lack of follow up that there was no plan in
place to maintain that opening. Therefore,
an answer must be given as to whether a
decision to deploy the PSU was made to
intimidate those exercising their rights to
assembly, rather than to legitimately open
Parliament. This can only be clarified

This is unacceptable. If the Minister
of National Security is sincere about the
need to prevent incidents like last Friday
from happening again, I invite him to join
me in unequivocally condemning the use
of aggressive tactics on persons peacefully
assembled and to support our call for an independent inquiry. u

If We Forget, We Are Doomed to Repeat
By Liana Hall
There is a picture of my father, Julian
Hall, that was taken on December 1st
1977 outside the Supreme Court. He had
been arguing, alongside Opposition PLP
Leader Lois Browne-Evans, in the final
appeal against the death sentences for Larry
Tacklyn and Buck Burrows. Despite being
Secretary for the United Bermuda Party
he strongly condemned the Government’s
position on the death penalty. He
aggressively rallied against the hangings
along with thousands of Bermudians who
signed petitions. When their requests to recall
Parliament were not answered, Bermudians
held their own “People’s Parliament” in
Victoria Park and invited both sides to hear
their concerns. The Government of the day
never showed up.
Back to the picture. The hours ticked by
whilst the justices deliberated. After returning inside to hear their judgment delivered at
10:10pm, my father emerged from the court
and a voice called out from the enormous
crowd, “What’s the verdict?!” He responded
with a simple action: thumbs down. They
had lost the appeal. Hours later, at dawn on
Friday, December 2nd, Larry and Buck were
hung from the gallows. The last hangings
on British soil. The people rioted, Bermuda
burned and more people died.
39 years and 15 hours later, I stood fifty
metres from where my dad emerged from
those courtroom doors. Many of us protesters
recognised the significance of December 2nd
2016 and drew parallels to that dark Friday,
decades ago, when Bermuda voices went
unheard. Many others are questioning why
we, black Bermudians, felt it necessary to
draw attention to this, to talk about the past,
to reveal our 40-year-old wounds. We should
not have to make apologies for acknowledging a date that has shaped our history and our
people. Recognising the legacy of this date
does not mean we wished to incite a riot or
“take this country to the brink of anarchy”
as the OBA has accused. Demanding our
concerns be acknowledged is not a threat.
If we do not admit the injustices of the past,
history is doomed to repeat itself.
On Friday, I stood steps away from
police officers indiscriminately pepper spraying a crowd of unarmed, non-violent protesters. Our harmed seniors were taken back to a
Bermuda of the past they thought they’d left
behind and one they hoped the youth would
never experience. However, when violence
happens to us, we are expected “to forget”.

Forgetting is exactly how we got here.
Days after the riots ended in 1977,
Dame Lois Browne-Evans addressed
members of the international press saying,
“We have swept a backlog of sociological,
economic and political inequities under a
manicured façade to fester.” It seems the
façade’s 39-year maintenance deal is expiring at a huge cost to us all.
So, why all this talk of race and riots
when we’re meant to be protesting the
airport deal? There have been claims that
most us did not know what we were protesting; that we were merely sheep at the mercy
of others who put our seniors in harm’s way.
Seniors who have served this country for
decades, who have earned the right to say,
‘We’ve done enough, leave it to the next
generation’. Instead they stand with us to
protect the legacy of the rights they won for
all of us. “Well led rather than well read”
reads a certain editorial opinion. This is a
false narrative that discounts our collective intelligence. Teachers and parents were
protesting in Warwick over the health and
future of their children. We were protesting
over the health of the economy and future
or our country. Disagreeing with either
stance is fair. Justifying aggression by police
officers is not.
For those who believe there is no
injustice, inequity or unfairness in Bermuda,
know that for us there always has been. To
explain all the reasons, historical and current,
why large swathes of black Bermudians feel
disenfranchised would need far more space
than this piece would allow.
I know you might not hurt like we
hurt. I acknowledge you may not feel what
we feel. This has been made clear by the
division of responses to the police actions
predominantly along racial lines. It’s not
purely black and white, of course. Not in that
regard. Some whites feel that the police were
wrong in their actions; other black people
believe that they were entirely justified.
Social media does not account for everyone,
nor do discussions in the grocery store or
attendance at cocktail parties.
But, if you’re a white person who wants
to know more, start with the obvious. Look
at the data that has already been collected.
Who earns the most? Who earns the least?
Who are predominantly blue collar workers?
Who are the most educated? Whose children
are murdering each other? If you accept that
blacks are equally human as you and not

the “savages” with “looks that could kill”,
then surely inequality exists and there is an
underlying cause we must examine. Why,
then, are we scolded for bringing up racial
issues, as though they don’t exist? Why are
we accused of playing politics with people’s
lives when politics has always played with
ours? Why are we not allowed to express
hurt at seeing our family and friends subjected to violence? Because when we do, we’re
victim-shamed and victim-blamed because
we deserve everything we got. Especially
when we received it by speaking up and
standing strong.
Before you verbally attack us for being
rightly traumatised and saddened from
Friday’s events, remember one terrifying
fact for us: we always feel under attack.
Because for generations, we have been. And
yet, we did not retaliate on Friday afternoon.
We neither fought nor fled. Being physically
violated or watching that happen to our loved
ones should trigger such a human response.
But even “wide eyed” and “foul-mouthed”
reactions make us “raving lunatics” and,
therefore, far from human. The only
permitted response is to cower like wounded
animals and apologise if we don’t.
As for the arguments on the legality
of the protest or the police actions, hanging
Buck and Larry was legal; it doesn’t mean
it was right. These two events, 39 years
apart, each served to dismantle the façade
and reveal what’s been festering underneath
all along: an unjust Bermuda. This time the
foundation must be rebuilt with the bricks
of equality. We may be tired of carrying
our heavy hearts, but we will always march
forth. u
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CURB Condemns Pepper Spray
CURB is dismayed by the events that occurred Friday 2 December
and are shocked that orders were given to deploy the riot police against
non-violent, unarmed individuals. We further deplore the indiscriminate
use of pepper spray, the first time in our history against demonstrators,
which was a violation of their right to protest and showed both disrespect
and contempt towards Bermudians demonstrating. We express our support for all those injured, and wish them a speedy recovery from both their
physical and emotional trauma.
Pepper Spray
BPS protocols refer to pepper spray and other such weapons, as officer safety equipment,
and that it is only used when there is an immediate and serious risk to the safety of police or
members of the public. The officers who used pepper spray were above the crowd, protected
inside the walls of the House of Assembly; many of the people sprayed had their backs to them
and were trapped between the gates and the oncoming riot squad. People had nowhere to go.
There are many arguments against the use of pepper spray:
• The danger to life by the use of pepper spray is well documented;
• It sets a dangerous precedence for future abuses;
• It escalates the tensions of the protestors/community;
• Bystanders are often hit, as demonstrated on Dec 2;
• It is 6 x more powerful/painful than the hottest pepper you can find on
		 the market.
• The more oppressive the force used, the more resistance there will be;
• It violates people’s constitutional rights to assembly and free speech;
• The use of force/pepper spray is a quick fix, and denotes lazy police
		 work. Other tactics could have been used;
The use of force doesn’t deter people, instead it solidifies their cause or opinion, counterproductive to the BPS’s long term goals; Society’s normalization of the use of force/pepper
spray, means we are modelling behavior to others, i.e. violence begets violence.
The photo of the two police officers using pepper spray against non-violent, unarmed
individuals, many of whom were women and elderly, is a day that will not be forgotten for it
has traumatized our society.
History has shown that unjust laws and actions by governments result in people breaking
the law seeking change. Slavery was legal. The Pass Laws in South Africa was a part of a legal
system known as Apartheid. The Jim Crow Laws and Segregation in Bermuda were legal.
Nelson Mandala, Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther King all engaged in illegal protests
and went to jail as a result. The Progressive Group went underground to avoid being arrested.
Reverend Kingsley Tweed, a member of the Progressive Group, received death threats and
fled Bermuda. All were protesting against unjust actions of governments. Thomas Jefferson,
making a statement in the Declaration of Independence wrote: “whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
it...”.  Nelson Mandela went even further, “It is an ideal for which I hope to live for and to see
realised. But, My Lord, if it needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.”
It is the people’s democratic right to object to, and protest against, any law which they feel
is detrimental to them. CURB believes if the government had listened from the beginning, if
democracy and transparency had taken place at every juncture, there would have been no need
for people to engage in civil disobedience.
Sadly the use of the riot squad, force, and pepper spray, the threats of taser use and the
carrying of batons, has taken this far beyond the airport project and escalated the tension in our
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society.
From social media it is obvious that
many in the community, both black and
white, are horrified, pained, dismayed and
angered. We urge those who decide to
continue to protest to do so peacefully. We
urge the police to show the restraint they
displayed during the protests in March 2016.
Social justice and the constitutional right to
protest go hand in hand.   It is likely people
will protest again at the House of Assembly
on Friday. Many who choose to protest will
now do so for other reasons than the airport
project, and will be demonstrating against
the use of force against non-violent, unarmed
protestors.
There is a difference between law and
justice; law being the body of rules that govern society, while justice is a standard of
morality that determines what is right and
what is wrong. Those who protest are looking for justice, they believe they have a moral
responsibility to protest because their viewpoints have not been listened to or taken into
consideration and they believe they are being
marginalized.  
We are on the brink and we must be
willing to listen to each other. The focus
must now be on a resolution to the increasing tensions. There can be a resolution but it
takes people stepping back from their current
stances, listening to each other, and finding
a middle ground. Steps must be taken by
those in power to respond to the voices of the
protestors.

To that end CURB recommends:
• Postponement of the current airport
		 legislation due to be put before the
		 House on Friday;
• A mediated resolution to the current
		impasse;
• The promise of a full and proper
		 investigation of social conditions in
		Bermuda;
• A full and independent investigation
		 into the pepper spraying incident;
• Immediate publication of all police
protocol/guidelines with regard to the
use of riot police, force and/or
		 weapons on unarmed people? u

What The OBA Promised in December 2012

THE WORKERS VOICE DECEMBER 13, 2016 9

What The OBA Promised in December 2012
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What The OBA Promised in December 2012
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What The OBA Promised in December 2012

The “Riot Squad” returning to the Hamilton Police Station
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